NMRWA 26 Annual Conference

Instructor Biographies


Dr. Samer Adham received his Ph.D. in Environmental Engineering from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. He is currently a Vice President and Manager for MWH’s Applied Research Department. His experience includes bench- and pilot-scale studies for the evaluation of membrane processes in drinking water and wastewater treatment and water reclamation. Dr. Adham has been working on evaluating desalting processes since 1994. He is currently a Principal Investigator for three projects on evaluating reverse osmosis. 

Christine Ageton is an experienced facilitator with expertise in participatory strategic planning with the New Mexico Rural Water Association. She holds two graduate degrees from the University of New Mexico in Community and Regional Planning, and Latin American Studies. Christine has worked internationally in participatory protected area management and community development in Latin America. Currently, Christine works as the Program Facilitator for the Tribal Source Water Protection Program, and the Regional Drought and Conservation Project.

David Allen is the Water Management-Conservation Engineer for the Bureau of Reclamation's Albuquerque's Area Office which covers southern Colorado, most of New Mexico, and far west Texas. He is a civil engineering graduate of Texas Tech University and previously served in several positions with Reclamation including Manager of River Maintenance Office for the Rio Grande in New Mexico and Project Manager for the Rio Grande Project, which operates Elephant Butte Reservoir in New Mexico.

Michael Alvidrez performed 17 years of service in the City of Westminster Water Department, where his father also served for 31 years. Michael worked as the Water Superintendent for the Town of Bernalillo before he came to NMRWA as the Native American Circuit Rider, where he is responsible for assisting the water and wastewater systems of 19 Pueblos, the 2 Apache Tribes, and the Navajo Nation. He is certified as a level 4 water operator and level 3 wastewater operator.

Clarence Aragon is the manager and chief operator of the Mora Mutual Domestic Water and Wastewater Association. Clarence has experience with municipal wastewater treatment plants, discharge permits, monitoring wells and overseeing operations of a EPA certified analysis laboratory. He is certified as a level 4 wastewater operator, and level 2 water operator. He serves on the Executive Committee for NMRWA.

Lupe Aragon was born and raised in Cuba, New Mexico. In 1981, Lupe went to work for the Village of Cuba as the Water and Wastewater Superintendent where he stayed for 10 years.  Lupe and his wife Udella have two grown children and are raising a granddaughter. He is in his thirteenth year with NMRWA as a Circuit Rider and serves the northern part of the state. Lupe has also been working for several years with the International Rural Water Association in Honduras and makes about two trips a year to help build water associations and solve problems. 

Lee Bohme has worked with the EPA since 1980 and with the Pretreatment Program since 1983.  He has worked on numerous national Pretreatment workgroups, including those focused on Pretreatment Streamlining and Technically Based Local Limits, and has worked for years to assure consistency in Pretreatment implementation nationally. His main focus is to see that the 141 approved Pretreatment Programs in Region 6 implement their programs so that they accomplish their goals.

Daniel Boivin has a B.S. from Colorado State and a M.S. from the University of New Mexico in Civil Engineering. He is a licensed P.E. and P.S. in New Mexico. Daniel has over 20 years of experience and is the Vice President of Smith Engineering. His primary focus is on water and wastewater.

Jesse Monfort Bopp, Esq. is a Management Analyst at the Local Government Division, Department of Finance and Administration where she teaches infrastructure planning, manages CDBG planning grants, and helps coordinate the annual New Mexico Infrastructure Finance Conference. Ms. Bopp has been a lawyer specializing in contracts, land use, and gaming law; and, before coming to LGD, a planner/grants administrator/public relations coordinator at the Historic Preservation Division, State of New Mexico.

Tom Brandt, P.E. holds a B.S. in Mechanical Engineering and a M.S. in Environmental Engineering, both from the University of New Mexico. He is a registered New Mexico Professional Engineer, a member of National Society of Professional Engineers and New Mexico Society of Professional Engineers. Mr. Brandt’s experience includes 9 years in the design and construction of instrumentation and controls systems, and 5 years as Project Engineer at the Construction Programs Bureau of the New Mexico Environment Department. 

Arnie Castaneda is presently the Public Works Director with the Town of Mesilla. He worked for the City of Sunland Park for 12 years, where he was the Water and Waste Water Superintendent, for El Paso Water Utilities for 2 years, and he served as the Waste Water Supervisor at Anthony Water and Sanitation District for 1 year. Arnie graduated from the Dona Ana Branch Community College Water Technology Program in 1992. 

Michelle Chapman has served as a Physical Scientist with the USBR’s Water Treatment 

Engineering and Research Group of the Technical Service Center in Denver since 1992. 

She is the primary author of the Guide to Membranes for Municipal Water Treatment 

Systems. Ms. Chapman earned her B.S. degree in Physical Geography from the University of Oregon in 1982 and a M.S. degree in Technology and Human Affairs from the Severs Institute at Washington University in St. Louis in 1990. 

Jim Chiasson is the technical section manager for the New Mexico Environment Department Construction Programs Bureau. In this current position, Jim manages a staff of 5 engineers whose role is to administer state and federal grant and loan funding for the planning, design and construction of water, wastewater and solid waste projects throughout the state of New Mexico. Jim graduated from Syracuse University with a B.S. degree in mechanical engineering in 1985 and also holds a M.S. degree in civil engineering from the University of New Mexico. 

Dr. Bobby Creel is the Associate Director of the New Mexico Water Resources Research Institute, New Mexico State University. Dr Creel holds a Ph.D. in Resource Economics, a M.S. in Agricultural Economics, and a B.S. in Agriculture, all from New Mexico State University. 

His research experience includes Water Resource Planning and Natural Resource Development. Dr. Creel holds over 100 publications including journal articles, technical reports, and papers.

Michael Daly is president of the White Cliffs Mutual Domestic WUA. He received a 

degree in geophysical Engineering from the Colorado School of Mines in 1970. He is a 

registered professional engineer in four states including New Mexico. He has a Level 2 

water certificate and a Small Sewer 2 certificate. He became involved with White Cliffs 

in early 2000. Prior to that, he worked for a firm that operated wells and wastewater 

systems in New Mexico and Arizona.

John D’Antonio was appointed as the New Mexico State Engineer by Governor Bill 

Richardson in January 2003. He also serves as Secretary of the Interstate Stream 

Commission. Mr. D’Antonio is a registered professional engineer in New Mexico and 

Colorado with experience in hydraulic design, acequia rehabilitation, water resource 

management, and water policy development. A native New Mexican, D’Antonio received a bachelor’s degree in civil engineering from the University of New Mexico in 1979. He is chairman of the Water Trust Board, and the New Mexico Commissioner to the Rio Grande Compact, and the Costilla River Compact.

Robert De Buck is the owner of Buck Electric Company. He is a long time member and instructor for electrical systems and safety for the New Mexico Rural Water Association.

Ron Dollar is the Vice-President of Marketing for WRT (Water Remediation Technology), and has over 20 years of experience in the water treatment industry. With a degree in technical management, Ron has been involved in the development and introduction of several new products and technologies into the municipal water treatment market. Ron has prepared and presented numerous equipment and treatment process topics for local conferences and trade associations.

Jim T. Dunlap is a founding member of the New Mexico Rural Water Association, is a Past President of the National Rural Water Association, and is the President of Upper La Plata Water Users Association. Jim was appointed the Chairman of the Interstate Stream Commission by Governor Bill Richardson in 2003. He holds a B.S. and a M.A. in Vocational Education from New Mexico State University. Jim serves as the National Director for NMRWA.

Ege Egemen, Ph.D., P.E. is a water and wastewater systems design engineer. She has a comprehensive understanding of secondary and tertiary wastewater treatment processes. Her research area focuses on biosolids reduction and handling of waste activated sludge. Her technical experience includes feasibility studies, design, and modeling of water and wastewater systems. Before joining Bohannan Huston, Ege taught junior and senior level water and wastewater treatment, hydraulics, and lab courses for the University of Toledo. 

Peter G. Fant, P.E. is the President of Souder, Miller & Associates, a 75 person civil and environmental science and engineering firm with five offices in New Mexico and Southern Colorado. He has a BSChE and a MSCE and over 20 years experience working with communities throughout New Mexico on a wide range of projects covering water, wastewater and solid waste issues.

Andrew Edmondson holds a B.S. in Civil Engineering from the University of New Mexico. Mr. Edmondson is currently employed as a Project Manager for the New Mexico Environment Department – Construction Programs Bureau. In his current position he administers funds for several funding agencies, reviews preliminary engineering reports and plans and specifications. He has been involved with water system operations, construction, evaluation and design for the last nine years. 

Greg Friedman, the President of Good Water Company since 1986, is a water treatment expert serving northern New Mexico for 18 years, in the areas of commercial, industrial and home treatment.  Greg wrote the water chapter in Prescriptions for a Health House, and was mentioned in the book Hormone Deception for his work on trihalomethane removal. Greg is also the President of National Water Services, Inc. a water vending company with vending locations in 26 states.

Tim Gaulden is the GIS/Mapping Program Manager at Smith Engineering Company in Albuquerque. His recent projects include assisting small to medium sized communities in the development of Geographical Information Systems (GIS) and mapping products. Tim has 26 years of mapping experience and has been involved in GIS for the past 14 years. Tim has worked on various GIS projects, including: GIS conversion projects, creating a GIS parcel base for a community, and training small groups in the use of GIS and mapping software. 

Gary A. Girolimon is a registered Colorado Professional Engineer with approximately 23 years experience in the water, wastewater and environmental industry. He graduated in 1981 with an M.S. in Civil/Environmental Engineering. Gary started his career with the Colorado Department of Health, Water Quality Control Division. In 1990 he went to work for a Denver based environmental consultant firm for approximately seven years. Since 1997 he has been working for Ted D. Miller Associates selling water and wastewater monitoring and sampling equipment.

Tony L. Grant has over 15 years of experience with bolted steel storage tanks. As an employee of Peabody TecTank and A.O. Smith – Engineered Storage Products Company (ESPC), he held the title of Western Regional Manager and was responsible for 9 Aquastore Authorized Dealers. Presently he works for Aquastore Southwest, Inc., which is the Aquastore dealer for ESPC covering New Mexico, Arizona, and Southern Nevada.

Maura Hanning is the program manager of the Ground Water Pollution Prevention Section 

(GWPPS) which is responsible for issuing and overseeing approximately 850 ground water quality protection permits, known as Discharge Permits. Prior to joining the GWPPS, Ms. Hanning managed the Superfund Section of the NMED and worked several years as an environmental consultant. She obtained a B.S. in Geology from Cornell University and has been working in the environmental field for 15 years.

Tulsa, Oklahoma attorney Steve Harris has specialized in protecting the federal statutory rights of rural water districts and associations for over 12 years. His legal practice involves several different areas of expertise with primary emphasis on representation of Rural Water in several states. He has been a frequent lecturer on issues relevant to Rural Water and is the author of: Legal Handbook for Oklahoma Rural Water Districts Managers and Public Boards, 7 U.S.C. sec 1926 (b) Federal Litigation Guide and numerous published articles and case reviews.

Matthew Holmes holds a M.A. in Environmental and Natural Resource Economics from the University of New Mexico and a B.S. in Business Economics from the University of Arizona. Matt first worked with NMRWA as the Groundwater Protection Specialist, and was hired as the Executive Director in August 2000. His duties include representing Rural Water at the Capitol in Santa Fe and on the Hill in Washington, D.C., overseeing grant programs, managing the Association budget, interacting with the Board of Directors and the membership, helping rural communities, and managing fourteen employees.

Clyde F. Hudson has been the Program Director of USDA, Rural Utilities Service (RUS) for New Mexico since November 1999. Mr. Hudson has over twenty-four years of experience in the lending profession, the last 17 specializing in water and wastewater infrastructure plus essential community facilities for small communities and rural areas. His efforts resulted in over $50,000,000 in Colonias grant assistance in New Mexico. Clyde is a graduate of New Mexico State University where he majored in Agricultural Economics.

Dr. Rick Huff received his Ph.D. from Louisiana State University in 1993 and has been a 

hydrologist with the U.S. Geological Survey for the past 18 years. Dr. Huff is also an 

adjunct faculty member in the Geology Department at New Mexico State University. His 

research interests include the hydrology, geochemistry, and potential uses of saline 

ground water.

John M. Jansing, Jr., P.E. is a Principal of Gray-Jansing & Associates, Inc., and a Licensed 

Professional Engineer in the State of Texas. He is the engineer for the Horizon Regional Municipal Utility District. Mr. Jansing has represented municipalities throughout Texas and has been extensively involved in the planning and design of water and wastewater treatment facilities.

John L. Jones is the Chief Operating Officer of the Entranosa Water & Wastewater Association (a mutual domestic association), and currently serves the New Mexico Rural Water Association as the Legislative Chairman. He served on the NMRWA Board of Directors for four years, and is in his fifth year as Legislative Chair and member of the Executive Committee.

Frank Kaylor is the Western Regional Manager for MIOX Corporation. He has been involved in sales, service and manufacturing of disinfection equipment in the Rocky Mountain Region as well as internationally for over 25 years.

John F. Kennedy has worked at the New Mexico Water Resources Research Institute (NMWRRI),New Mexico State University since July 1994. At the institute, John is responsible for the development of GIS-related resources, data, and the coordination and management of the GIS laboratory, and is currently working on several projects related to the NMWRRI Water Resources Data System and GIS Laboratory databases. John received his B.S. and M.S. in geology from New Mexico State University. 

James T. Lary is Vice President of Corrpro Companies, Inc., which specializes in corrosion engineering and cathodic protection. Mr. Lary has presented numerous papers and lectures for the EPA, State Regulatory Agencies, American Petroleum Institute, National Association of Corrosion Engineers (NACE), American Water Works Association (AWWA) and various educational associations. He is certificated by the National Association of Corrosion Engineers and has over 20 years of experience with cathodic protection projects.

Frank Leitz has been in the desalting and water treatment business for over forty years. He is now working with the Water Treatment Engineering and Research Group of the Technical Service Center on a variety of projects such as acid mine drainage treatment, design and construction of the Yuma Desalting Plant, and Long Beach Nanofiltration for Seawater project. He is the administrator of the Innovative Research area of the Desalting & Water Purification Research Program and is a member of the editorial board for Desalination Journal.

Ray E. Leverich has a B.S. in Business Management from La Salle University and is a certified operator for the Brazos Mutual Domestic Water Association. He has served on the NMRWA Board of Directors for nine years. After a career of airline flying, he now has turned his energies to the world of water. His interest in the expanding regulatory structure within the water industry occupies a majority of his spare time.

Eddie C. Livingston, MSCE, P.E. is President and Principal Engineer of Livingston Associates, P.C., a consulting engineering firm specializing in water resources and headquartered in Alamogordo, NM. Mr. Livingston has his Bachelor of Science degree in Civil Engineering from New Mexico State University and his Master of Science degree in Water Resources Engineering from the University of New Mexico. Mr. Livingston has more than 19 years experience in various aspects of water resource planning, design and construction for more than 70 projects.

Ramón M. Lucero is a Project Manager for community water projects for Souder, Miller & Associates. He currently manages water system projects for communities in San Miguel, Santa Fe, Taos, and Guadalupe counties. Mr. Lucero is also experienced in the financial, technical, and managerial operations of a Mutual Domestic Water Consumers Association. As President of the South San Ysidro MDWCA, he is directly involved in all aspects of the operation of a community water system.

Annie McCoy has been a hydrogeologist with John Shomaker & Associates, Inc., Water-Resource and Environmental Consultants, since June 2001. She received her M.S. in structural geology and geodynamics at the University of New Mexico in November 2001, and holds a B.A. in geology and non-fiction writing from Hampshire College. Her areas of expertise range from hydrogeologic field investigations, to water-rights evaluation, to applied environmental statistics.

Keith Melton, Program Manager, holds an M.S. in community and regional affairs from the University of Missouri. He has 30 years experience in city planning, environmental assessment, and environmental mediation and facilitation. He was formerly the Program Manager for the Safe Drinking Water Act Programs in the Drinking Water Bureau for the New Mexico Environment Department. He is currently working on assisting local communities with their capital improvements planning and development issues with Region 6 Tribes and States.  

Bonnie Moorhouse has served on the Board of Directors of Horizon Regional Municipal Utility District since 1996. She currently serves on the Board as Vice President and Chairperson of the Reverse Osmosis Committee.

Lee Mullins has worked for the Stenner Company, located in Jacksonville, Florida, for three years. His job duties include inside and outside sales, service, technical support and customer training.

Kevin Olson has over 25 years of experience in the public utility field. As an employee of American Water Works Company, Mr. Olson had oversight of hundreds of utility systems in the Southeastern US. Mr. Olson also spent five years working for the Oregon Rural Water Association as a technical assistance provider. Presently, Kevin works for Engineered Storage Products Company and is the Western Regional Manager.

Gene Ostmeyer has a B.S. degree in education but has been involved with safety issues as part of his professional career since 1979. He joined OSHA in 1990 and has been a health and safety consultant for the last seven years. Gene is an Environmental Specialist with the New Mexico Environment Department, Occupational Health and Safety Bureau.

Darren J. Padilla is a Hydrologist with the New Mexico Environment Department’s Drinking 

Water Bureau. Darren has 14 years of experience in the environmental field. He has served as the District 2 Field Manager, Coordinator for the Wellhead Protection Program, the Source Water Assessment and Protection Program, the Vulnerability Assessment Program, and more recently the Coordinator for Drought and Emergency Preparedness. Darren has a B.S. in Geology from New Mexico State University.

Joe D. Paxton is employed by Eco Resources and has been affiliated with the Horizon Regional Municipal Utility District since 1990. He is the Operations Supervisor for the Reverse Osmosis Water Treatment Plant and Wastewater Treatment Plant. Mr. Paxton has a Class A certification in both water and wastewater operations from the Texas A&M Extension Department.

For the past four years, Richard Powell has been employed as a Geoscientist in the Point Source Regulation Section of the New Mexico Environment Department, Surface Water Quality Bureau. His responsibilities include duties such as compliance monitoring under both the State's Water Quality Control Commission Regulations and Standards, and the federal National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System, as well as other pollution management activities. Mr. Powell received a B.S. degree in Soil Science from Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, Illinois.

Retta Prophet, Ph.D. is an Admin Ops V at the New Mexico Environment Department, Drinking Water Bureau. She has an extensive background in environmental and public health in New Mexico. Dr. Prophet witnessed her grandparents struggling to meet their needs for water for domestic purposes with rainwater caught off the roof of their home, to fill a cistern. These experiences deeply influenced her awareness of the value of reliable, clean drinking water in sufficient quantities and inform her thinking at work.

Joe Ramirez graduated from the Dona Ana Branch Water Utilities Program in 1991. He started his professional career as a lab technician at the City of Roswell Wastewater Treatment Plant. He then moved into operations at the Carlsbad WWTP, and later returned to the Roswell plant as Chief Plant Operator. Since 2000, he has been the Wastewater Treatment Plant Superintendent for the City of Tucumcari.

Robert Richardson, P.E. is Senior Vice President and the managing partner of the Las Cruces office of Bohannan Huston. He began his engineering career as a construction foreman for Burn Construction Company, a municipal utility contractor in Las Cruces and worked in several other capacities in the construction and engineering field prior to starting his own consulting engineering business. He has been a consulting engineer since 1988 providing civil engineering services to counties, utility companies, municipalities, and private entities. 

Andrew Robertson, P.E. is a Project Manager and Engineer with Souder, Miller & Associates. He is the Project Engineer for numerous rural New Mexico water systems. Mr. Robertson also managed construction of nineteen water and wastewater systems in Texas and New Mexico colonias, through community-based “self-help” construction. Mr. Robertson is in the process of completing a project in Honduras with funding obtained from WATERLINES, WEFTA-Water Engineers for the Americas, and Chlorine Inc.

Miguel Rocha is the Bureau of Reclamation’s Team Leader for Pecos River Operations. 

The Bureau of Reclamation has two irrigation projects on the Pecos River; the Fort 

Sumner Irrigation District and the Carlsbad Irrigation District. Miguel is responsible for 

coordinating operating plans for Santa Rosa Dam, Sumner Dam, and Brantley Dam. 

Miguel has worked with the Bureau of Reclamation in Oklahoma City and Billings. He 

has a degree from New Mexico State University in Civil Engineering.

L. Scott Rogers, P.E. is president of AQUA Engineering, a firm specializing in water and wastewater treatment design and utility engineering. He also serves as president of AQUA Environmental Services (AES), a service company specializing in contract operations, equipment installation and start-up, and turnkey projects. Mr. Rogers has over 22 years of experience in the civil engineering field. His expertise is in operations consulting, water reuse, controls, pumping systems and biosolids reuse and disposal. He has consulted for over 100 treatment facilities.

Carlos Rey Romero is the director of intergovernmental relations for the New Mexico Finance Authority. He works with policy development with federal and state agencies and on legislative matters pertaining to public finance. Mr. Romero obtained on his undergraduate and graduate degrees and New Mexico Institute of Mining & Technology and New Mexico Highlands University where he pursued study in Chemical Engineering, Physics, Chemistry, and Economics.

Nora Romero has a B.S. in Biology from New Mexico State University and specializes in public health and environmental protection. Nora worked for the New Mexico Environment Department for 13 years as an environmentalist and now is working as an environmental compliance officer for OMI, Inc., who is contracted with the City of Rio Rancho to operate and manage their public water and wastewater systems.

Ronald J. Romero works for the New Mexico Environment Department (NMED), Drinking Water Bureau with the primacy enforcement program. He has worked with the Bureau for the past eight years with the Water Conservation Fee Program, Consumer Confidence Report Program, Capacity Development Program, and Compliance/Enforcement.

Margaret Ryan is the Staff Manager for the New Mexico Environment Department’s Construction Programs Bureau. Ms. Ryan, a graduate of Western New Mexico University with a B.S. degree in Public Administration, has over 18 years of governmental experience. Prior to NMED, Ms. Ryan was employed by a consulting engineering firm as Marketing Director. She also served as the Public Works Director for the Town of Silver City where she oversaw five divisions of the Public Works Department. 

Paul Saavedra is a 1978 graduate of the University of New Mexico (BSCE). He is a Professional Engineer registered in New Mexico. Paul has been employed by the Office 

of the State Engineer for over 25 years. His duties have included Dam Safety Program, National Flood Insurance Program, Acequia Rehabilitation Program, WATERS Program, water rights administration, Hearing Examiner and most recently Director of the Water Rights Division for the past seven years.

Glenn Saums has a B.S. in Environmental Studies from the University of Maine at Fort Kent and a Masters Degree in Environmental Health from the University of Michigan. Mr. Saums has worked for the New Mexico Environment Department, and its predecessor agency the Environmental Improvement Division, since 1981. Mr. Saums has worked in the Surface Water Quality Bureau since 1984 and has been manager of the Bureau's Point Source Regulation Section since 1985. 

Syed A. Shahriyar is the Regional Wastewater Security Coordinator for USEPA, Region 6, Water Quality Protection Division. Syed earned his B.S. degree in Civil Engineering from Osmania University in India. He started his engineering career with the US Army at Fort Bliss in 1989. For a decade, he managed Fort Bliss’s environmental programs including  RCRA, TSCA, CAA, CWA and SDWA. Syed joined EPA’s NPDES branch as an Environmental Engineer in 1998. 

Dr. John Shomaker is President of John Shomaker & Associates, an Albuquerque consulting firm specializing in water planning, ground water supply, water quality, and water rights matters. Clients include many of New Mexico’s towns and cities, investor-owned water utilities, mining and industrial enterprises, and state government. He holds B.S. and M.S. degrees in geology from the University of New Mexico, an M.A. in the liberal arts from St. John’s College in Santa Fe , and M.Sc. and Ph.D. degrees in hydrogeology from the University of Birmingham, England. 

Karma Shore has been with the Bureau of Business and Economic Research since 1988. She works in the Bureau’s Data Bank where she assists with information requests and contractual research. Many of these projects involve extensive use of decennial census data. She also works on the monthly publication New Mexico Business, Current Economic Report and is the BBER’s web site technician. Karma is the Business and Industry Data Center Program coordinator for the New Mexico State Data Center Program.

Gary R. Sloman is the Executive Director of New Mexico One Call, Inc. Gary retired from PNM with 28 years experience where he worked in administration, engineering, marketing, technology, and operations. Gary has a BSEE from the University of New Mexico and Masters of Management graduate degree from the University of New Mexico. Gary is also a graduate of the University of Michigan’s Public Utility Executive Management Program.

H. Diane Snyder is a New Mexico State Senator from District 15 in Bernalillo County. Senator Snyder serves on the Corporations and Transportation Standing Committee, and the Indian and Cultural Affairs Standing Committee. She is a graduate of the Council of State Governments - West Legislative Academy and the National Conference of State Legislatures Leadership Institute. She serves on the CSG - West Legislative Trends Committee; serves on the NCSL Energy and Utilities Committee and the Environment and Natural Resources; and represents New Mexico on the Energy Council. Senator Snyder is a past Executive Director of the New Mexico Rural Water Association.

Anis Somani, a graduate Engineer with a background in Business Management, has over 15 years experience in meeting the demands of specialized industrial clients. Today, Anis is the Western Business Development Manager at PPIC and is responsible for bringing advanced Non Destructive Testing process techniques for the assessment of water transmission mains to agencies in Western Canada and the USA.

Sandy Spon holds a B.S. in Biology and M.S. in Environmental Science. She has worked in the environmental field, primarily in the regulatory area, for 10 years. Her current position is with the Point Source Regulation Section of the Surface Water Quality Bureau, New Mexico Environment Department in Santa Fe.

Bill Steele is currently the Area Manger of the Southern California Area Office, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, Temecula, CA. He is responsible for the overall management of Reclamation’s program in the Coastal area of Southern California. During the past two years he served on the State of California Water Recycling Task Force and the California Desalt Task Force. Mr. Steele attended college at Clemson University, Clemson, SC where he earned both a Bachelor of Science in Agricultural Economics and a Master of Science degree in Resources Economics.

Tracy Svanda graduated from Michigan State University with a double major in English and Spanish and a concentration in Agricultural Extension Education. As the Board Support Specialist for NMRWA, Tracy provides on-site support and training to Directors. The scope of her program includes educating the board on laws and regulations, assessing rates and proposing rate structures, revising governing documents, developing operational and ethical policies, assisting with meeting procedure, forming new water associations, and acting as a liaison between the water utility and other entities.

Andrew Sweetman received a Master’s degree in Water Resources from the University of New Mexico. He graduated in 1995 with a B.S. from Wright State University, in Dayton, Ohio. Andrew has seven years of experience in the natural and environmental resource field, including stints with the solid waste industry, environmental consulting, and the US Geological Survey. Andrew serves NMRWA as the Sourcewater Protection Specialist. His duties include on-site assistance and training to rural communities in implementing local wellhead and groundwater protection plans.

Elizabeth Newlin Taylor is a partner and principal in Albuquerque law firm Wolf, Taylor & McCaleb, P.A. She attended the UNM School of Law and graduated summa cum laude in 1990. She received a certificate in Natural Resources Law and was an editor of the Natural Resources Journal. For the past 12 years, Ms. Taylor has practiced in the area of water and natural resources law in New Mexico. She directs daily case management of the firm’s water and natural resources clients.

John Thomas is a graduate of New Mexico State University. He has worked for 37 years with several Federal Agencies: US Army, Bureau of Land Management, Natural Resource Conservation Service, Farmers Home Administration and USDA Rural Development. He title is State Engineer/Environmental Coordinator providing technical support for the Housing, RUS, and Rural Business-Cooperative Services.

Joe Trumm, M.S., P.E. is a design engineer and project manager for Molzen-Corbin & Associates in Albuquerque. Working primarily in the area of environmental and water resources projects, Mr. Trumm has designed municipal wells and water systems, renovations for wastewater treatment plants, sludge composting facilities, a major collection system rehabilitation project, and new wastewater treatment facilities for several communities in the New Mexico. Mr. Trumm holds a BSCE and MSCE from the University of New Mexico.

Anne Watkins was appointed Special Assistant to the New Mexico State Engineer by Governor Bill Richardson in January 2003. In that capacity, she is responsible for state drought planning as Director of the Governor's Drought Task Force; oversees development of comprehensive statewide conservation programs for municipal, industrial and agricultural water users; provides policy and planning support for the Water Trust Board; is the agency liaison for watershed restoration and management; and serves as the agency's legislative liaison. 

Jay Witherspoon is a Fellow Technologist in Air Quality and Safety Management and Vice President for CH2M HILL and is located in Seattle, Washington. He is currently a Water Environment Federation Air Quality and Odor Control Committee Chair and a Principal Investigator for a Water Environment Research Foundation (WERF) project focused on wastewater treatment plant and collection system odor characterization, assessment, measurement, and control. Jay has a B.S. and M.S. in Chemical Engineering.

Donzil Q. Worthington is a Senior Project Manager at Souder, Miller and Associates (SMA), an environmental science and civil engineering firm. Mr. Worthington is the office manager of SMA Albuquerque Office and is responsible for coordination of the SMA waste water division. He has over 25 years of experience in the civil engineering field. Mr. Worthington was the project manager for numerous municipal waste water systems, including the two largest waste water improvement district projects in Arizona history.

Dave Yanke is a principal and owner in Reed, Stowe & Yanke, a division of R. W. Beck, Inc. Mr. Yanke has 15 years of consulting experience. During that time he has conducted in excess of 100 consulting projects, which have included water and wastewater cost of service and rate design studies, as well as valuations of water and wastewater systems. Mr. Yanke has a Bachelors degree in Business Administration from the University of Wisconsin, and a Masters degree in Business Administration from Texas A&M University.

Jennifer R. Zeyen, P.E. is a Project Engineer with Souder, Miller and Associates. Her responsibilities include management of solid waste disposal sites, leaking underground storage tank sites, and water resource planning. Ms. Zeyen is a Registered Professional Engineer in New Mexico with a background in improvements to municipal and private water and wastewater systems. She is currently a part-time faculty member of the NMSU Water Technology Department teaching Applied Math to utility operators.
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